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Our Reflections

We can’t quite believe that our time at EHS is already coming to a close. When reflecting 
upon our time as the leadership team, it’s fair to say that this year has been a whirlwind, 
jam-packed with so many amazing events – from Sixth Form socials to hosting House Gala. 
	 As a team, we have made so many  achievements – for example, we have now made it 
possible for the student leadership team to run some School Council meetings, in order to 
create a more relaxed environment for students to bring forward their concerns. 
	 We have also worked together to reinstate much-missed EHS traditions such as the Sixth 
Form Christmas flash mob, as well as organising fun Christmas events to give everyone some 
seasonal cheer. We’ve run assemblies, planned events, directed videos, delivered speeches 
and overall we’ve gained so many valuable opportunities within our roles. It’s fair to say that 
being on the leadership team has been a clear highlight of our time in Sixth Form, and we 
plan to continue to seize every opportunity as we enter our last term at EHS.	

“Being on the
leadership team has 

been a clear highlight of 
our time in Sixth Form.”
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The outgoing 
Leadership Team
looks back on
their year...
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our reflectionS
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Getting to know your teachers is a great way to feel more connected to school life! 
In this feature, we’ve interviewed three of our dedicated teachers: Ms Mullet, Head 
of Art; Ms O’Brien, Teacher of Physics and Chemistry; and Mr Smith, Teacher of 
Religious Studies and Director of Academic Enrichment & Communications. If you’ve 
been with us for a while, you may already know them – but you might just learn 
something new! And if you’re new to the school, this is the perfect chance to get to 
know them. Scan the QR codes to listen to their interviews if you prefer.

Aleeza: What is your name, the subject that 
you teach and how long have you been 
teaching for at EHS?
So I’m Miss Mullet, I’m the head of the art 
department and I’ve been teaching at EHS 
for 17 years now. 

Aleeza: That is really long, what encouraged 
you to come and teach at EHS?
Well EHS had and still has a wonderful 
reputation and when I came along to the 
interview day I was struck by the fantastic 
community feel of the school and I knew I 
really wanted to work and teach here. 

Aleeza: What are your thoughts on the Sixth 
Form, both teachers, students and the Sixth 
Form common room?
I love the Sixth Form common room, it’s 
amazing. I’m very jealous of the wonderful 
common room and the cafe and the outdoor 
terrace. It’s a lovely multi-purpose space and 
a really nice sort of community hub feel as well. 

Elisha: Why did you choose the subject you 
teach now?
So I’ve always been passionate about art and 
design. My dad was an artist and an 
engineer so that had a really big infl uence 
on me growing up and I just love the thought 
of being able to express a language visually.

Elisha: What is your favourite part about 
teaching A-level students?
I really like teaching A-level as we have a lot 
more time to investigate techniques and 
approaches to working and we have some 
great discussions about art, artists and life in 
general and we can really explore and 
experiment with visual language as well. 

Elisha: Nice and fi nally what is your opinion 
about the change from GCSE to A-levels and 
how do you feel students have coped with the 
step up?
I think they’ve coped with it brilliantly. I 
think there’s defi nitely more work at A-level 
but you’re not coping with nine or ten other 
GCSE subjects and the students have nine 
periods a week to immerse themselves in 
their chosen subjects. 

Both: All right, thank you.
It’s a pleasure.

stAff Spotlight

Aleeza and Elisha interview Ms Mullet, Head of Art at EHS.
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“I love the Sixth Form common room, it’s 
amazing. It’s a lovely multi-purpose space and a 

really nice sort of community hub feel as well.”
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“The teachers are incredibly committed to helping 
students succeed, and the students are eager to 

challenge themselves academically, and work hard.”
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What is your name, what is the subject that 
you teach and how long have you been 
teaching at EHS? 
My name is Miss O’Brien and I teach physics 
at EHS and I’ve been here for six months now.

What encouraged you to come and teach at EHS?
EHS has a great reputation, both for its 
academic standards and its supportive 
teaching environment. I was drawn to the 
strong emphasis on science and critical 
thinking, as well as the opportunity to work 
with dedicated colleagues and enthusiastic 
students. So I felt it was very much the 
perfect place to share my passion for physics 
and women in STEM.

What are your thoughts on the Sixth Form, 
both teachers, students and the Sixth Form 
common room?
The Sixth Form at EHS is exciting and 
dynamic. The teachers are incredibly 
committed to helping students succeed and 
the students themselves are eager to challenge 
themselves academically, and work hard. 
The common room is a great space to both 
relax and to collaborate. It’s a great place to 
study and socialise.

Why did you choose to teach the subject that 
you teach now?
Physics has always fascinated me because 
it explains how the universe works from 
tiny particles to the vastness of space. 
And I enjoyed seeing students see the 
real-world applications of physics, 
understanding electricity, forces, or even 
quantum mechanics. It’s rewarding to see 
students have those moments where they 
grasp a diffi  cult concept, and that’s one of 
the most rewarding parts of teaching.

What is your favourite thing about teaching
A-level students?
I love the level of curiosity that they have, 
and also the independent thinking that 
A-Level students bring to the lesson. 
Throughout the stage where they start 
applying physics concepts to the real world 
and asking deeper questions, and they see 
the point of physics in the real world and 
they have ambition that the career in physics 
is going lead to. And it’s rewarding to see 
them develop those problems solving skills 
and begin to appreciate the beauty of physics 
beyond just getting a GCSE in it.

What is your opinion about the change from 
GCSE to A levels? How do you feel about 
students and how they’ve coped with the step?
It’s a big transition from GCSE to A-level. 
It is a big leap, as students are expected to 
apply those concepts in much more depth, 
than there is more mathematical rigour for 
physics. But students who are organised, 
students who practice consistency, they 
adapt well, they work hard, and as long as 
you work hard, students cope with that 
jump. I always encouraged them to ask 
questions and engage in discussions, and 
most importantly, to never be afraid to make 
a mistake because that’s how real learning 
happens in physics. So the girls cope with the 
leap really well because they work so hard. 

Thank you.

stAff Spotlight
Georgina, Maya & Sophia interview Miss O’Brien, a Physics teacher at EHS.
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Anna: Mr Smith, what made you want to 
become a politics and RS teacher?
So the politics is easy, I’m really really 
interested in politics, really engaged in it. I 
organised quite a lot of politics events within 
school over the years before we introduced 
politics as an A-Level. So things like the 
Ethics Forum, which is like a question time 
style event. I’ve tried to increase political 
awareness amongst students for a long time 
before then, when I was an RS teacher. But 
also with RS, one of the things that interests 
me most about it is ethical debate and 
philosophy. There’s a great overlap between 
those two things. But also, I’ve loved living 
in Birmingham and it’s great that it’s such a 
diverse and culturally rich city. And those 
two things go really well with religious studies.

Louise: How does teaching A-Level differ from 
teaching lower-down school?
It differs because the main thing is that the 
content and what we teach is more in-depth 
and is often more complicated. So there’s 
that element to it, so you have to approach 
it in a different way. But also, the students 
are at a different part of their journey and 
they’re often thinking about where they 
want to go after they leave. So uni and onto 
careers, so there’s that element to it as well.
 
Anna: So you’d say they’re more mature?
They’re definitely more mature and you 
can really see that happen throughout the 
A-Level.

Anna: How does your degree/ A-Levels help 
you get into teaching?
It’s a good question because I didn’t go into 
teaching until I was in my mid-twenties. 
So I had another career before I went into 

teaching. But to answer your question, my 
philosophy degree helped directly with the 
actual delivery of A-Level. It was also more 
just the thinking skills and the analytical 
skills that you needed. So I think the skills 
I picked up when doing my degree helped 
as much as the course actually did. But also 
I think having another career beforehand 
helped me too because I taught adults at that 
time alongside doing the actual job I was 
doing. So I picked up a lot then too.
 
Louise: What encouraged you to come to EHS?
I knew it was a really good school. It was a 
very different environment to what I’d been 
used to before because I came very much 
from the state sector. And it just seemed like 
an exciting challenge and a really interesting 
place to be. And that was a long time ago 
and I still feel the same way about it now as  
I did when I started.
 
Anna: How does the relationship between 
teachers and pupils change when it comes to 
Sixth Form, in your personal opinion?
I think in some ways it changes, in some 
ways it doesn’t. If you’re a student at EHS, 
you’re just as much an EHS student. And 
so the things that you have to do, although 
they are different from when you’re in Year 7 
or GCSE, it’s still the same sort of structure 
to it where you’ve got your lessons and 
you’ve got your homework and you’ve got 
the things you need to do. But obviously the 
students are at a different stage in their life. 
So they’re thinking about, as I say, going to 
uni and their careers and they’re growing 
in confidence and their skills. So that’s 
different. But in other ways it doesn’t differ 
that much. I suppose the thing you say is 
that because there’s a committee, you get 

Staff Spotlight
Anna and Louise interview Mr Smith, Director of Academic Enrichment and 
Communication, as well as Acting Head of Politics and an RS teacher at EHS.



asked to do more stuff  by students, like be 
involved in gala or be involved in that kind 
of stuff . So they approach you more with 
those ideas. 

Louise: What is one piece of advice you’d give 
to Year 11 students entering Sixth Form?
The one piece of advice, well, there’s a couple 
of pieces of advice. The fi rst piece of advice 
would be your A-level is a marathon, not a 
sprint. And so your results are a massive step 
up from GCSE. So keep positive and keep 
focused. That would be one piece of advice. 
Second piece of advice would be to make 
sure you keep on top of the work as you go 
because unlike GCSE, where, of course, it’s 
very important, there’s way more content. 
And so it’s even more important to keep on 
top of it. The third one is think super carefully 
about your A-levels. Think about what you 
want to do. Think about what you enjoy. 
And choose the A-levels where those two 
things align because A-levels are tough and 
they’re challenging. So you need to do subjects 
that you enjoy enough that when things are 
diffi  cult, you’re still going to be motivated and 
confi dent. And driven – that’s what I would say.

Anna: What is your favourite part about 
teaching A-level?
I really enjoy the content. I enjoy the more 
advanced elements to the content and the 
way you can discuss things in the news 
and current aff airs to a really kind of deep 
degree. But also just my favourite thing full 
stop, is I really enjoy teaching. I really enjoy 
the lessons and when students make those 
connections and their skills in the subject 
start to grow.

My favourite moment
at EHS?
“There’s been so many great moments, and 
diff erent kinds of moments. Some of my 
favourite moments have been when a 
student has struggled throughout certain 
parts of the course but stuck with it, and 
they’ve ended up coming out with really 
great results. That doesn’t always mean that 
they’ve come out with A-stars – it means 
that they’ve come out with the result which 
they needed and they’re happy with and 
they’ve got to the place where they want to 
go. So there’s been loads of memories like 
that over the years. And there’s been some 
big events and things. There’s been events 
that I’ve been involved with which I’ve been 
really proud of and really happy with how 
the students have responded. I’ve loved 
being involved in the culture days and the 
politics events and things like that too. But 
I also love all the other stuff  that we do like 
gala and the things which are part of the 
fabric of the school. But I can’t give you just 
one – it’s impossible!”
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Student View – JENNA CAMBRIDGE
EHS is a lovely Sixth Form that provides 
its students with many opportunities. 
Throughout my short time at EHS, I 
have been on a trip to London with the 
psychology department, which gave me 
further insight into my A-level course 
and helped develop my understanding 
of the psychodynamic approach. I found 
that everyone was very welcoming, and 
it didn’t take long to find many friends 
who made sure I knew where I was going. 
Furthermore, I love the fact that the Sixth 
Form has its own space where I can get on 
with my work in a quiet environment, as 
well as having The Edge café where I can 
grab a drink to enjoy whilst I study. 

Student Views
Student View – ALESSANDRA BELLI 
I joined EHS in Year 7, so I have been 
through the whole upper school. So far, 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time in 
Sixth Form due to the common room, 
which gives a large space for Years 
12 and 13 to work quietly, but also to 
socialise with peers. In addition to this, 
the Sixth Form’s facilities are excellent, 
ranging from The Edge café to quiet 
booths to study in. My transition from 
Year 11 to Sixth Form was very smooth 
due to the teachers who were welcoming 
and encouraging when it came to Sixth 
Form life and A-levels. This allowed me 
to be more confident in my studies and 
continue to be so for the rest of the year.
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Megan Hardiman – Class of 2022

•	 Enjoyed practical lessons in A Level 
	 Biology, especially the heart dissection.
•	 Found the dissection fascinating and  
	 helped cement her knowledge of anatomy.

Lucille Sutton – Class of 2024

•	 Loved being a House Captain for St Patrick  
	 and preparing for House Gala.
•	 Enjoyed the school ski trip to Canada,  
	 making great memories with a small Sixth  
	 Form group.
•	 Found results day special, celebrating  
	 achievements with friends and teachers.

Valentine Barrios Mejia & Sanjana 
Raghavendran (Yearbook Committee)  
– Class of 2025

•	 Memorable after-school hockey matches  
	 with Ishmah’s rallying cry, “Keep it nil!”
•	 Academic achievements included  
	 winners of the Imperial Summer School  
	 and university offers.
•	 The SIX Musical performance by Maia,  
	 Shanya, Samara, Siena, Renée, and  
	 Carmen was unforgettable, with a sold-out  
	 show and strong Sixth Form support.
•	 Cherished memories from the Christmas  
	 Sixth Form Social and revision clubs.
•	 Friendships and bonds formed during  
	 their time at EHS will always be valued.

Sixth form      		
		  Memories

Megan

Valentine

Lucille



The map below shows the numbers and destinations of Edgbaston High School students accepted by UK 
universities and colleges in the 2024 cycle. 

SCOTLAND – Total students: 0

NORTH EAST – Total students: 4
Durham University – 2
Newcastle University – 1
Northumbria University, Newcastle – 1

NORTH WEST – Total students: 10
University of Liverpool – 4
University of Manchester – 4 
Manchester Metropolitan University – 2

YORKSHIRE AND THE HUMBER – Total students: 5
University of York – 3
University of Leeds – 1
Leeds Beckett University – 1

NORTHERN IRELAND – Total students: 0

WALES – Total students: 1
Cardiff Metropolitan University – 1

WEST MIDLANDS – Total students: 14
University of Birmingham – 9
Aston University, Birmingham – 2
Keele University – 2
Birmingham City University – 1

EAST MIDLANDS – Total students: 1
University of Nottingham – 1

SOUTH WEST – Total students: 6
University of Exeter – 2 
University of Bath – 1
University of Bristol – 1
University of Gloucestershire – 1 
Bournemouth University – 1

Destinations of Leavers 2024

EAST OF ENGLAND – Total students: 0

LONDON – Total students: 8
King’s College London, University of London – 2
University of the Arts London – 2
Brunel University London – 1
London School of Economics & Political Science,
   University of London – 1
Queen Mary University of London – 1
UCL (University College London) – 1

SOUTH EAST – Total students: 1
University of Reading – 1

303030
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Destination Courses No.
Aston University Economics; Law LLB 2
Birmingham City University Psychology 1
Bournemouth University Multimedia journalism 1
Brunel Psychology with placement 1
Cardiff Metropolitan University Graphic design and communication 1
Degree Apprenticeship BBC; BDO; KPMG; PWC 4
Durham University Classics, Psychology 2

Keele University Chemistry with foundation year;
Rehabilitation and exercise science 2

King’s College London English; History 2
Leeds Beckett University Sports Coaching 1
London School of Economics International relations and history 1
Manchester Metropolitan Forensic psychology, Fashion Art Direction 2
Newcastle University Food business management and marketing 1
Northumbria University Fashion design and marketing 1
Queen Mary University London International relations 1
UCL Architecture 1
University of Bath Social work and applied social studies 1

University of Birmingham

 Business management; Chemistry; Classics; 
  English Literature with digital media and communications; 
  International business with language; Law; Medicine; 
  Pharmacy; Psychology 

9

University of Bristol  Psychology in education 1
University of Exeter Classical studies; Communications 2
University of Gloucestershire Healthcare Science (Vascular science) 1
University of Leeds Food science and nutrition 1

University of Liverpool
 Accounting and finance with a year in industry; 

  Business economics with year in industry; 
  Business management; Physiotherapy 

4

University of Manchester
 Business accounting with industrial/professional; 

  Fashion buying and merchandising; History; 
  Mathematics and statistics 

4

University of Nottingham Medicine 1
University of Reading Geography (Human and Physical) 1

University of the Arts, London Fashion design technology – womenswear;
  Fashion design and development 2

University of York English; Human Geography and environment; 
  Physical Geography and the environment 3

Aft er A-Levels, our Year 13 students study a broad range of degree courses at the country’s most sought-
aft er universities – from Medicine and Pharmacy in Birmingham, to Journalism in Bournemouth.

Leavers’ Degree Courses 2024
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What is the Laurels Association? 
Becoming a member of the Laurels 
Association at Edgbaston High School opens 
doors to lifelong friendships, professional 
networks, and cherished memories. As part 
of an expansive community spanning across 
continents, alumnae gain access to reunions, 
social events, and exclusive updates through 
the termly Laurels News Bulletin.
 Membership off ers the chance to 
reconnect with peers, stay involved in 
school events, and build connections with 
former staff  and alumnae who share the 
EHS experience. The Laurels Association 
fosters a unique bond that celebrates the 
EHS legacy, allowing members to support 
and inspire each other continually.
 Join our Laurels community to stay up 
to date with the latest Laurel’s Association 
news, reconnect with fellow Laurels, and 
be the fi rst to hear about upcoming events.

Follow Us on Social Media
Be part of our growing Instagram and 
Facebook communities, where we share 
updates, alumnae stories, and event news.
@ehs_laurels | Facebook

Connect on LinkedIn
Ensure Edgbaston High School is listed as 
your school on LinkedIn and follow us! This 
automatically adds you to EHS’s Alumnae 
network, making it easier to stay connected 
and grow your professional network.

Each year, as the latest cohort of girls leaves Edgbaston High School, they opt 
to become part of the Laurels Association Alumnae Network, marking their 
place in the school’s rich history. You’ve already made history as part of our 
prestigious school community – now, consider extending that connection by 
joining the Laurels Association.

Don’t have a LinkedIn 
profi le yet? Scan the 
QR code to fi nd out 
how to Boost Your 
Future with LinkedIn
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